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THE P&O STRIKE 


As this Bulletin goes to print we have just heard of the decision of the 
National Executive of the NUS ordering Sealink crews on strike in 
solidarity with the sacked P&O seafarers back to work. The original 
decision of the NUS to defy the law and spread the action was an important 
and historic decision pointing the way to a serious challenge to the law. 
The return to work of Sealink, however is a very sericus blow to the strike 
and returns ihe P&O strikers to a position of isolation. 


The following statement was presented to a meeting of the Solidarity 
Network heid at the Miners Welfare in Deal on Saturday May 7th. 


At last a trade union has stood up to Tory anti-union laws and spread the 
action in defence of workers i i e NUS has called out all its 
members in solidarity with the strikers in Dover. The response of the law 
has been to fine the NUS £150,000, sequestrate the whole it its assets and 
close down its offices. The 1 1 that members come before money. 
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Previous strikes, the miners and the printworkers, were left to fight alone 
and were defeated for that reason. This must not happen to the seafarers. 
They are now fighting for the whole of the trade union movement. They are 
giving us the opportunity to mount a fight to defeat the anti-union laws. 
For the NUS defeat could mesn the virtual end of the union. The Dover 
sackings are already 10% of its membership. If P&O win the other Companies 
will quickly follow suit with an onslaught on working conditions - in line 
with what is taking place in other sectors of industry, from the car plant 
to the hospitals. 

Support is being organised but more is needed. The NEC of the Labour Party 
has rightly cailed for cash to be raised, but do they support the NUS in 
breaking the law and spreading the action? Norman Villis has been to ACAS 
to try and do a deal with management, which failed because of the contempt 
shown by P&O. Instead of trying to do a deal Willis should be organising 
TUC support for the NUS. The TUC called successful limited action over 
GCHQ. This is a much bigger issue - the the courts are now making massive 
intervention into the trade union movement. | 


To stop the seafarers being isolated the TUC and other unions have to begin 
to move. jji have the authority in the movement needed at this time. 
Supporting action should be called, either from the General Council or from 
a special Congress. At the same time calls for action should be raised 
within the individual unions, particularly those connected with the 
shipping industry. 


Support Groups played a major role in the miners strike and in the Wapping 
dispute. They are needed more that ever now, Like the miners the seafarers 
have no means of subsistance other than the labour movement. Support groups 
need to be set up and food and money raised urgently. If this is to be 
successful we have to ensure that this issue, and the seafarers case is 
made central to everything which happens in the labour movement. They 
should be invited onto every platform, to every conference and every event. 


All cheques should be made cut to Deal Womens Support Group (do not mention 
the NUS or the strike? and sent to Magnus House, Mill Hill, Deal Kent. 


REPORT FROM DOVER 


I became interested in the Solidarity Network after being i d 

Terry French, a victimised miner. We were only two weeks into our str 
when the Kent Area of the NUM gave us solidarity and support by giving us 
the use of their office, Magness House, the Miners Walfare Club and the 
benefit of their experiences during the 1954/1985 strike. 


+ 


ess house is where we are now based, we have a telephone, kit 

large romm where we can hold meetings. The NUM has given us their contact 
lists throughout Britain to help us t read the word about what P&O are 
trying to do to us the seamen. Our food ki for deal is based in the 
Miners Welfare Club where we are now feeding 250 people 7 days a week. 


a subsequent enquiry P&O were criticised for their sloppy operating 
procedures and couldn't-care-less attitude, ta safety. Now, less than one 
year later P&O demand that we work longer hours and more cays per year for 
less. The ct us to just sit back and accept these terms. 


I personally think that managements actions in setting out to smash the NUS 
are a favour from Ste Pe airman) to Mrs Thatcher. He knows that it 
is impossible for anyone to work the conditions he is demanding. 


Management are demanding that we work a system of / days on and 
During the 7 days on we would be expected to work for at 1 3 
with 8 hours off. During our 8 hours off we would be put off pay. We would 
have 2 hours ls and breaks and six for sleeping. Whilst sleeping we 
would have to put up with the general humdrum of the ship continuing. to 
operate. The longest trip is to Zeebrugge, which takes 3% hours and the 
shortest to Calais takes 75 minutes. 

n this day and age it should be every workers right to witndraw his or her 
ur without being victimised like the miners, the print workers, the 
ilentnight workers the TV-AM technicians and many more. With groups like 
he Solidarity Network we can start linking these cisputes together and 
earn from each other. I am like millions of other workers, I only want to 
ive in this world - not own it: 
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Jason Groombridge, P&O strikers, Dover. 


SEAFARERS STRIKE IN HULL 


From Hull Trades Counc i i 


The P&O strike has dominated solidarity work in Hull in recent weeks. The 
Trades Council has worked closely with the Hull dockers in raising support 
for the strike. 
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PICKET AGAI 


The attack on Kings Cross, and my sacking cannot be separtrated from 
BRs attack on conditions and jobs. they are trying to soften up the 
opposition. The new train crew proposals, the open station concept and the 
abolition of negotiating machinery are all in the pipeline. BR are playing 
for high stakes to make the railweys more profitable. But if we cannot 
defend trade union representatives and organisation what chance is there of 


a fight against these ۰ 
* Send emergency resolutions to your union conference demanding Steve 
Forey's reinstatement and calling for action from the leadership to secure 


CI 
that reinstatement. 


# Demand that the union executive obtain the withdrawl of the final 


۰ 3 e YA i سم مه‎ 3 ۱ ~ | lh * 4 - 
warnings from the Kings Cross brench officers. 


Finally, and most important, see what. you can do to assist the campaign by 
agreeing to sponsor it and sending a rep. from your branch to campaign 
meet ings. ic 

The campaign meets every Tuesday, upstairs at the Railway Tavern, York Way, 
Nr Kings Cross station. at 7.30pm. Donations and correspondance may be sent 
to c/o Camden Trade Union Support Unit 213 Evershot Street, London NWI. 


We have received the following letter from the Senior Colmen Strike 
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Dear Colleagues, 
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